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METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 

MEDICAL EXAMINER D E P A R T M E N T 
NUMBER 1 ON BOB HOPE RD MIAMI , FLORIDA 33136 (305) 545-9400 

IN V E S TIG A T10 N R E P 0 R T 


M.E. CASE NO. 87-2633 A 
DATE OCT/02/87 


RGZIER, EDITH 

28 BLACK FEMALE DOB MAR/13/59 

744 N W 36 TH STREET, MIAMI, FLA 

PLACE OF DEATH: FIELD: N W 7TH AVE AND 31 ST ST., MIAMI, FLA 
TIME OF DEATH. FOUND 3:30AM OCT/02/87 

INVESTIGATING AGENCY: MIAMI #2751 150-L--VINSQN 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 3350 N W 7TH AVE., MIAMI,FLA 

OCT/02/87 AM SCENE M.E. CHARLES V. WETLI MD 


HISTORY: CVW 

ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: THE DECEASED WAS A KNOWN 
PROSTITUTE AND DRUG ABUSER WHO LIVED IN THE AREA. SHE WAS LAST SEEN ALIVE 
ON OCTOBER 2,1987 ABT. 3:00 A.M. AT WHICH TIME SHE WAS PROPOSITIONING A PRO¬ 
SPECTIVE CLIENT ON THE STREET AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER, SHE AND THE CLIENT WAS 
SEEN GOING BEHIND 3350 N W 7TH AVENUE IN A BUSHY AREA. SHE WAS FOUND ABT. 
3:30 A.M.LYING IN A BUSHY AREA ON HER BACK, DOA. POLICE AND DR. CHARLES V. 
WETLI, RESPONDED TO THE SCENE OBSERVED NO OBVIOUS SIGNS OF TRAUMA. 


CAUSE OF DEATH: 


MANNER: HOMICIDE 


HOMICIDE BY INSPECIFIED MEANS -AMENDED BY J. 

C HIE F M E DIC A L.. EXAM IN E R 

DATE AUTOPSY OCT/02/87 BY CHARLES 


H. DAVIS, M.D 
-6/19/89-DJM. 

V. WETLI MD 


MORTUARY: POITIER 


CVW 



METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 

MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N. W. 19TH STREET MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136 (305) 549-733? 

INVESTIGATION REPORT 


M.E. CASE NO. 87-2633 A 
DATE OCT/02/87 


ROZIER, EDITH 

28 BLACK FEMALE DOB MAR/13/5.9 

744 N W 36 TH STREET, MIAMI, FLA 

PLACE OF DEATH: FIELD: N W 7TH AVE AND 31 ST ST., MIAMI, FLA 
TIME OF DEATH: FOUND 3:30AM 0CT/02/87 

INVESTIGATING AGENCY: MIAMI *2751150-L-VINS0N 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 3350 N W 7TH AVE., MIAMI,FLA 

OCT/02/87 AM SCENE M.E. CHARLES V. WETL.I MD 


HISTORY: CVW 

ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: THE DECEASED WAS A KNOWN 
PROSTITUTE AND DRUG ABUSER WHO LIVED IN THE AREA. SHE WAS LAST SEEN ALIVE 
ON OCTOBER 2,1987 ABT. 3:00 A.M. AT WHICH TIME SHE WAS PROPOSITIONING A PRO¬ 
SPECTIVE CLIENT ON THE STREET AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER, SHE AND THE CLIENT WAS 
SEEN GOING BEHIND 3350 N W 7TH AVENUE IN A BUSHY AREA. SHE WAS FOUND ABT. 
3:30 A.M.LYING IN A BUSHY AREA ON HER BACK, DOA. POLICE AND DR. CHARLES V. 
WETLI, RESPONDED TO THE SCENE OBSERVED NO OBVIOUS SIGNS OF TRAUMA. 


CAUSE OF DEATH: COCAINE INTOXICATION. REFILED: 11/23/87-DJM. 


MANNER: ACCIDENT DATE AUTOPSY OCT/02/8? BY CHARLES V. WETLI MD 


MORTUARY: POITIER 


CVW 


DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 


CLASSIFICATION OF PENDING CASE 


(THIS FORM IS TO BE USED BY A MEDICAL EXAMINER WHEN A PENDING CASE IS TO BE CLASSIFIED. MAKE CER¬ 
TAIN THAT THERE IS AN APPROVAL BY EITHER THE CHIEF OR DEPUTY CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER BEFORE 
COMPLETING THE NECESSARY FORMS AND CERTIFICATES REQUIRED BY THE STATE.) 

M.E. Case a 0 Z 2 "267J Name (jf known) {fto'Zr/GZZ, — 77*7 - 

Cause of Death: //7T** r ' c "*-7-7 e >^. 

(Item 24) 

Due to: 


Due to: 

Contributory Cause: 

Manner of Death: 

(Item 27a) 

How Incident Occurred: >-> -__ 

(Item 27d) P ‘ < ^ 




<£ <S> /a-*- 


Rationale for Classification: 




Meoical Examiner 


M - D • Y 
Date 



118.01-18 Rev. 4/85 



METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 

MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1030 N*W. 19TH STREET MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136 (303) 349-7337 

INVESTIGATION REPORT 


M*E. CASE NO* 87-2633 A 
DATE OCT/02/87 


ROZIER , EDITH 

28 BLACK FEMALE DOB MAR/13/39 

744 N W 36TH STREET, MIAMI, FLA 

PLACE OF DEATH: FIELD: N W 7TH AVE AND 31 ST ST*, MIAMI, FLA 
TIME OF DEATH: FOUND 3:30AM QCT/02/87 

INVESTIGATING AGENCY: MIAMI 02751150-L-VINSON 

INCIDENT LOCATION: 3350 N W 7TH AVE*, MIAMI,FLA 

OCT/02/87 AM SCENE M*E* CHARLES V* WETLI MD 

HISTORY: CVW 

ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: THE DECEASED WAS A KNOWN 
PROSTITUTE AND DRUG ABUSER WHO LIVED IN THE AREA* SHE WAS LAST SEEN ALIVE 
ON OCTOBER 2,1987 ABT * 3:00 A.M* AT WHICH TIME SHE WAS PROPOSITIONING A PRO¬ 
SPECTIVE CLIENT ON THE STREET AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER, SHE AND THE CLIENT WAS 
SEEN GOING BEHIND 3350 N W 7TH AVENUE IN A BUSHY AREA* SHE WAS FOUND ABT* 
3:30 A*M*LYING IN A BUSHY AREA ON HER BACK, DOA* POLICE AND DR* CHARLES V* 
WETLI, RESPONDED TO THE SCENE OBSERVED NO OBVIOUS SIGNS OF TRAUMA* 


CAUSE OF DEATH: PENDING TOXICOLOGY* 


MANNER: UNCLASSIFIED DATE AUTOPSY OCT/02/87 BY CHARLES V* WETLI MD 


MORTUARY: POITIER 


CVW 



DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, Miami, Florida 


Name..ROZIER, Edith 


Case No. 87-2633 


SCENE INVESTIGATION 

DATE: 

LOCATION: 

TIME ARRIVED AT SCENE: 

POLICE AGENCY: 

LEAD INVESTIGATOR: 


INITIAL INFORMATION: 

The victim was an individual known to be a cocaine-crack 
user and also apparently was thought to be a local prostitute who 
worked this particular area, particularly late at night. She 
apparently was last seen alive with an unknown man and retreated 
to some bushes near a building. Approximately a half hour later, 
a resident of the area peered into the bushes and saw her lying 
there motionless. He then went to a nearby Fire Rescue Station, 
approximately a block away and they examined the victim and 
pronounced her dead. 


10/2/87 

N.W.31 St.& 7 Ave,Miami, FI. 
Approx. 6:15 a.m. 

MPD 

Det. John Spear 


OBSERVATIONS OF SURROUNDINGS: 

The victim was lying supine near the wall of a building 
behind some bushes. At one end of the building, the bushes are 
not quite as dense and the area is easily approached. A pair of 
blue shorts is found on the ground and nearby, next to the wall 
of the building, is a shoe, apparently hers. A pair of shoes and 
red panties are lying next to the body. Just above and to her 
left is a towel which she supposedly also wore. Also, adjacent 
to the body is a beer can that is partially folded and has 
several slits cut into one portion of it. 

OBSERVATIONS OF VICTIM (S): 

The body is cool and she is lying supine. The body is naked 

from the waist down and the top is covered only by a shirt 

knotted at the bottom (Fire Rescue Unit indicated that they 
opened the shirt partially a little bit more.) 

Electrocardiographic pads are also on the chest. The scalp is 

atraumatic and the eyes are free of petechiae. A few small 

abrasions are on the right side of the lower lip. The upper 
front teeth are absent. Numerous scars are observed over the 
extremities, particularly on the left side. No peculiar marks on 
the neck are found. A small amount of blood is around the 
vaginal area. Fecal material covers the anal region. 

SCENE IMPRESSION (INCLUDING PROBABLE CAUSE AND MANNER OF DEATH): 

Probable drug overdose. 

NOTE: The foregoing is of a speculative nature and subject 

to modification pending additional information and 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, Miami, Florida 


• 

\ 

Name. .ROZIER, Edith.Case No. 87-2633 

investigation. 


CW:mu 


(Cg&RLES V. WETLi, M.D. 

Deputy Chief Medical Examine 
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NAMES OF DOCTORS/HOSPITALS who attended deceased during life: 


NAME OF NEXT OF KIN: 


Address 



-Telephone. 


Relation. 


Notified: Yes. 


Valuables and Disposition 


Investigating Agency 

118.01-5 Rev 5/80 




.Medication to M.E.: Yes. 


Report Submitted by. 


Date: w: 


PHINTING»M£TROOADE/GSAMAT MGT 






Metropolitan Dade County 
MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19th Street 
Miami, Florida 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


M.E. Case No. 


87-2633 


IDENTIFICATION OF BODY 

I hereby identify the body viewed by me at the MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, in the presence of 



Tel. No--- 

Relationship fr1end I of y ears 

II VVl? d i9 r iv L fe V< l , i e £!’ e S'W20-882-61-332 


positive i.d. made from viewing photos 


118.01-8 Rev. 7«4 



DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


DATE 


mo. day yr. 


CASE INFORMATION 

3 A 


time 


M.E. Case # 



rfjA ~ 


^ n ^ fa 

7U>< hy*" ** ® 


d 


/yi 




jfX <—i _ > 


fjJ 


tu*<- 


>y e ' v 


J^Jr* ‘" 7 ^ 


118.01-4 Rev. 7/85 

PRINTING METRO-DADE/GSA-M AT. MQT. 



DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


CASE INFORMATION 


DATE 

mo. day yr. 



time 


2 £23 

M.E. Case # 




110.01-4 Rev. 7/85 

PHINTINQfMETRO-DAOEfQSA-M AT. MOT. 


DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 


CASE INFORMATION 


DATE _ _ 

mo. day yr. time 


SM433 

M.E. Case # 







DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19 St., Miami, FL 33136 
(305) 549-7337 



*7-c 2C23 

M.E. Case # 





CZ/t ' sCCtr^-*- 


^/f 7 

/ : ys~ja^s y 'o'y* 

3 ^ 


118.014 Rev. 7/85 

PRINTING/METflO-OAOE/GSA-MAT.MGT. 








PROPERTY-REPEIPT 


3UNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19th Street 
Miami, Florida 33175 

(305) 549-7337 


M.E. CASE#. 




MEDICAL EXAMINER. 


(IF NOT KNOWN, USE UNK) 
DECEDENT’S NAME:_ 


RACE. 


_ SEX. 


POLICE AGENCY:. 




ITEM NO. QUANTITY 




.TYPE OF CASE. 




r/nfi- v 

9A/s~ 

s/(rtr 


POLICE CASE#. 


C. 


DESCRIPTION 

(itemize currency by denomination) 






O 1st 



I hereby acknowledge that the above list represents all the property impounded by me in the official performance of my duty 
as a Medical Examiner, District 11. 

^ — _ 

Print 

DATE / TIME OBTAINED:. f _ £.9*1 —1--£a^./PM. 


I hereby acknowled ge th at the above list represents all property recejyad-by/trom the Medical Examiner Department. 


lowied ge tn at tne 

s Si 


M.E. Courier: 


DATE/TIME OBTAINED: 


Receiving Party: 


Date & Time Released:. 


Print . 


D \ \\ Y 

‘rxe* \i\filc~a- 


AM./PM. 


Sign 


UlhJbHOl 


Agency 


AM./PM. 


RECEIVED BY PRINT NAME 


ECEIVED BY 


RECEIVED BY 


RECEIVED BY 


(Cont’d on back)_._ 


118.01-27 Rev. 3/87 pfliNTwa/METfloe*oeQSAMAi.MGT. 


SIGNATURE 


REASON 


REASON 


DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 


DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 


DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 


DATE AND TIME RECEIVED 



RCB 4/84 


ARTMENT OF POLICE 
CITY OF MIAMI,'FLORIDA 

PROPERTY RECEIPT 


OFFICER’S COPY 

PROPERTY UNIT 


^RUN DATE .10/07/87 

DATE ENTERED 10/07/87 
OFFICER |.D.7270 VINSON 

LAS" 

OFFENSE 01 HOMICIDE 
LOCATION 3350 NW 7 AV£. 


RECEIPT NUMBER. 

-) i; \ "• 

Ct! i '■ - 1 ■■ 

_CASE NUMBER S75H50L NUMBER PACKAGES_ 

STEVE PERSON CRIME HOMICIDE 

last first section unit 


0719 C ~ ft 

I 


ITEM EFP QUANTITY UNITS CATEGORY BRAND MODEL COLOR STATUS STORED 


01 E 1.00 EA CLOTHE 

SEALED PAPER W/ 1 PR SHOES, SHIRT, SHORTS, 


Received the above article 


o w 

# UNDERWEAR, TOWEL 


Time 


Received the above article 


Received the above article 


Received the above article 


Received the above article 


OUT TO: 


ITEM NO. 


RECEIVED BY: (NAME, IBM) 

WEIGHT OUT: I NUMBER AND TYPE OF PACKAGES: 


RETURNED BY: (NAME, IBM) 


ITEM NO. 


WEIGHT IN: 


-OFFICER" / 


'OFFICER" * ^ 

DEFENDANT_ 

| OWNERS ADDRESS _ 
RETURN TO OWNER. 


NUMBER AND TYPE OF PACKAGES: 

. PROPERTY SPECIALIST. 
_OWNER_ 

_CONFISCATE_ 


DATE: 

TIME: 

CLERK: 

IBM: 

DATE: 

TIME: 

CLERK: 

: IBM: 


LklW C * 


SIGNATURE 


SIGNATURE 






ri / BCB'4/84 . 


DEPARTMENT OF POLICE 
CITY OF MIAMI, FLORIDA 

PROPERTY RECEIPT 


OFFICER'S COPY 


RUN DATE lQ/gg/87 

DATE ENTERED -10/82/87 


Clrl PROPERTY UNIT 

*87 r -*'22 ■ 

RECEIPT NUMBER C72997 


CASE NUMBER- 2751150L NUMBER PACKAGES 


OFFICER 1.0.7270 VINSON STEVE 


LAST 

OFFENSE 01 HOMICIDE __ 

LOCATi ON 3350 NM 7 AVE._ 


PERSON CRIME HOMICIDE 


.. ITEM EFP QUANTITY., UNITS CATEGORY I 

\ ; 6l E 1.00 EA M3MISC 

SEALED PAPER BAB W/ SEALED RAPE KIT 

Received the above article Address 


BRAND 


MODEL COLOR STATUS STORED 

0 R 


Received the above article 


Received the above article 


Received the above article 


Received the above article 


OUT TO: 

RECEIVED BY: (NAME. IBM) . 

■ 

ITEM NO. 

WEIGHT OUT: 

NUMBER AND TYPE OF PACKAGES; 

RETURNED BY: 

(NAME. IBM) 





WEIGHT IN: 


NUMBER AND TYPE OF PACKAGES: 


-r©FFieE1T±_ 





DEFENDANT ___ 

OWNERSADDRESS_ 
RETURN TO OWNER. 
REMARKS ’ 


PROPERTY SPECIALIST,. 

* ' * 

__OWNER __ 


CONFISCATE. 

















POITIER FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

2300 N6RTHWEST 62nd STREET 
MIAMI. FLORIDA 33147 
(305) 638-5030 OR 638-5031 

BERNARD C. POITIER, SR. - ALFONSO M. RICHARDSON, SR. 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


AUTHORIZATION 



I hereby designate the above-named funeral 
establishment to take charge of funeral arrangements 


and I authorize the release and removal of the remains to 
said funeral establishment for the purpose of embalming 
and/or other scientific preparation. 

I represent that I am the next of kin, or am acting as 
a duly authorized agent for the next of kin. 


Relationship: 

Co-Signed: 
Relationship: 

WITNESS: 


FOR VERBAL (TELEPHONE) AUTHORIZATION: 


Authorization from. 
Relationship_ 


.Received by. 











METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 
OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER 

MIAMI, FLORIDA 


NAME OF DECEASED 


TIME 
AGE _ 


7 ' CD m 


DECEASED'S VALUABLES AND PERSONAL PROPERTY RECORD 

M.E. CASE NO. . 
DATE 


'EM a T MLUADLCv 

^catr, EJilb 


■z Cbf •srr 


RACE 


b 


SEX 


HEIGHT 




WEIGHT (with clothes) 
FINGERPRINTED 


J 7£L 


(without clothes) 


(with wet clothes) 


: 


SHOES 


MALE 

.SOCKS 


NO 

CLOTHES 


SHOES 


FEMALE 

.STOCKINGS_ 


SOCKS 



—HfM 



WITNESS 



DATE. 


(S /3 


VALUABLES 


REPRESENTING 


DATE 

DATE 




TIME 7 ''VJ 


.TIME 

TIME 



MIAMI-DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
NUMBER ONE ON BOB HOPE ROAD, MIAMI, FL 33136-1133 
PHONE (305) 545-2400 FAX (305) 545-2418 


INVESTIGATION REPORT 


ROZIER, EDITH (AKA) 

28YEAR(S) BLACK FEMALE 

744 N W 36TH STREET, MIAMI, FLA 

PLACE OF DEATH: FIELD: N W 7TH AVE AND 31ST ST., MIAMI, FLA 
TIME OF DEATH: FOUND 3:30AM OCT/02/1987 


M.E. Case#: 87-2633 
DATE: OCT/02/1987 
TYPE: A 

SS#: 

D.O.B. MAR/13/1959 


INVESTIGATING AGENCY: CITY OF MIAMI 2751150-L- 


INCIDENT LOCATION: 3350 N W 7TH AVE., MIAMI,FLA 

OCT/02/1987 WETLI, CHARLES V., M.D. 


ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: THE DECEASED WAS A KNOWN PROSTITUTE AND 
DRUG ABUSER WHO LIVED IN THE AREA. SHE WAS LAST SEEN ALIVE ON OCTOBER 2,1987 ABT. 3:00 
A.M. AT WHICH TIME SHE WAS PROPOSITIONING A PRO- SPECTIVE CLIENT ON THE STREET AND 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER, SHE AND THE CLIENT WAS SEEN GOING BEHIND 3350 N W 7TH AVENUE IN A 
BUSHY AREA. SHE WAS FOUND ABT. 3:30 A.M.LYING IN A BUSHY AREA ON HER BACK, DOA. POLICE 
AND DR. CHARLES V. WETLI, RESPONDED TO THE SCENE OBSERVED NO OBVIOUS SIGNS OF 
TRAUMA. 


CAUSE OF DEATH: HOMICIDE BY ^SPECIFIED MEANS -AMENDED BY J. H. DAVIS, M.D., 
CHIEF MEDICAL EXAMINER -6/19/89-DJM. 


MANNER: HOMICIDE AUTOPSY OCT/02/1987 DOCTOR: WETLI, CHARLES V., M.D. 

MORTUARY: POITIER INVESTIGATOR: WETLI, CHARLES V., M.D. 

THIS REPORT MAY CONTAIN NON-VERIFIED INFORMATION 
AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE 





METR0P0LITAN DADE C0U N T Y 

M E D I C A L E X A M I N E R. D E 1=' A R T M E N T 
NUMBER 1 ON BOB HOPE RD MIAMI, FLORIDA 33136 (305) 545-9400 

INVESTIGATION REPORT 


M , E , CASE NO * 87-2633 
DATE OCT702/87 


ROZIER, EDITH 

28 BLACK FEMALE DOB MAR/13/59 

744 N W 36 TH STREET, MIAMI, FLA 

PLACE OF DEATH: FIELD: N W 7TH AVE AND 31 ST ST, , MIAMI, FLA 
TIME OF DEATH: FOUND 3:30AM OCT/02/87 

IN V E S TIG A TIN G A G E N C Y : MIA MI t -2751 1 50- L - VIN S 0 N 

IN CID E N T I... 0 C A T10 N : 3350 N U 7 T H A V E . , MI AMI, F L A 

OCT/02/87 AM SCENE M.E. CHARLES V* UETLI MD 


HISTORY■ 


CVW 


ACCORDING TO INITIAL POLICE INVESTIGATION: THE DECEASED WAS A KNOWN 
PROSTITUTE AND DRUG ABUSER WHO LIVED IN THE AREA. SHE WAS LAST SEEN ALIVE 
ON OCTOBER 2,1987 ABT. 3:00 A.M. AT WHICH TIME SHE WAS PROPOSITIONING A PRO¬ 
SPECTIVE CLIENT ON THE STREET AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER, SHE AND THE CLIENT WAS 
SEEN GOING BEHIND 3350 N W 7TH AVENUE IN A BUSHY AREA. SHE WAS FOUND ABT. 
3:30 A.M.LYING IN A BUSHY AREA ON HER BACK, DOA. POLICE AND DR. CHARLES V. 

U E T LI , R E S P 0 N D E D T 0 T H E S C E N E 0 B S E R V E D N 0 0 B V10IJ S SIG N S 0 F T R A U M A . 


bkrtic'da *>u mean** 

C A IJ S E 0 F D E A T H : C OCi'h INE I I WIOXICA T IB N . R E FIL. E D : 11/23/87 - D J M. 

MANNER: - ACC I D i-NT DATE AUTOPSY OCT/02/87 BY CHARLES V. WETLI MD 


MORTUARY: POIT.T.ER 


CVW 




THE DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, Miami, Florida 
Name.ROZIER, Edith.Oct.2,1987.....8:10 a.m....Case No. 87-2633 



Date: f*/ 1, ^ 


CVW:mu 





METROPOLITAN DADE COUNTY 
MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
1050 N.W. 19th Street, Miami, Florida 33136 


TOXICOLOGY REPORT 


ROZIER , EDITH 

M.E. CASE NO. 

87-2633 

SUBSTANCE 

SPECIMEN 

RESULT 

ETHANOL 

HEART BLOOD 

0.11% 

ETHANOL 

OCULAR FLUID 

0.12% 

COCAINE 

BLADDER WASHINGS 

DETECTED 

COCAINE METABOLITES 

BLADDER WASHINGS 

DETECTED 

COCAINE 

NASAL SWABS 

DETECTED 

COCAINE 

HEART BLOOD 

0.38 mg/L 



__ 

jrles V. Wetl~f, M.D. 

Deputy Chief Medical Examiner 


DATE ///f/y^ 



THE DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, Miami, Florida 
Name.ROZIER, Edith.Oct.2,1987.8:10 a.m-Case No. 87-2633 


IDENTIFICATION: 

The body is identified on October 2, 1987, at 4:40 p.m., by 
Willie B. King, 20615 N.W. 38 Avenue, Carol City, FI., a friend, 
telephone 620-8053. 

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: 

The body is that of a 5 foot 7 inch, 120 pound, Negro female 
appearing in her 30's. The scalp is atraumatic and covered with 
short cropped hair with patchy alopecia. No injuries are 
observed. The bulbar and palpebral conjunctivae are clear. The 
upper front teeth are absent. The lower teeth are unremarkable. 
On the right side of the lower lip along the lower surface are 
two small abrasions averaging 1/8 inch in diameter. The neck is 
free of any scratches or other marks. Numerous scars are 
scattered over the body most prominent being on the dorsolateral 
aspect of the left arm and also a prominent hypertrophic scar on 
the radial aspect of the left forearm. Also, prominent scars are 
on the abdomen, particularly on the midline of the upper portion 
of the abdomen and an oblique scar on the right upper quadrant of 
the abdomen. A large amount of fecal smearing is evident around 
the anal area. 

Blood stains portions of the perineum and speculum 
examination of the vagina and cervix however fails to disclose 
any abnormalities. The blood appears to be of menstrual origin. 
The anal area is free of any injuries. Specimens for serologic 
examination are taken between 7:30 and 8:00 a.m. 

INTERNAL EXAMINATION: 

The pleural, pericardial, and peritoneal cavities are free 
of excessive fluid. Scattered fibrous adhesions are in the right 
side of the chest and the anterior portion of the abdomen as well 
as between the liver and diaphragm. 

The 275 gram heart has a normal amount of subepicardial fat 
and a right predominant coronary arterial distribution and is 
entirely free of arteriosclerosis. The right coronary artery, 
however, is diminuitive and the left coronary artery extends 
posteriorly over the left ventricular free wall. Sectioning the 
heart discloses a firm dark brown homogeneous myocardium with no 
abnormalities. The heart valves and coronary orifices are 
unremarkable. The aorta is unremarkable. The pulmonary trunk 
appears distended upon visualization in situ. No thrombi or 
emboli are detected anywhere within the body. 

Serial sectioning the tongue fails to disclose any 
contusions, bite marks, or other abnormalities. The larynx, 
trachea, and mainstern bronchi are unremarkable externally and 
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THE DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT, Miami, Florida 
Name.ROZIER, Edith.Oct.2,1987.8:10 a.m-Case No. 87-2633 


along their mucosal surfaces except for a few minor hemorrhagic 
foci in the soft tissues of the neck, particularly on the right 
side. The hyoid bone and thyroid cartilage, however, are intact 
and the soft tissues surrounding these areas are not hemorrhagic. 

The right and left lungs are 405 grams and 350 grams, 
respectively. They are partially collapsed, dusky blue-purple, 
with extensive anthracotic mottling. Sectioning discloses edema 
and congestion but no other abnormalities. 

The esophagus, stomach, and intestines are unremarkable 
externally and along their mucosal surfaces. The stomach is 
empty. 


The 1480 gram liver has a sharp anterior edge and an 
irregular capsule due to the numerous hepatophrenic adhesions. 
Sectioning discloses a firm,brown, homogeneous cut surface that 
bulges slightly above the plane of sectioning. The gallbladder 
is unremarkable and contains an estimated 20 milliliters of dark 
green bile. Lymph nodes around the porta hepatis are 
unremarkable. 

The 90 gram spleen is intact, has a blue-gray capsule and a 
firm dark red cut surface without any visible lymphoid follicles. 

The right and left kidneys are 120 grams and 160 grams, 
respectively. They are smooth and dark brown except for a few 
pitted scars. Cut surfaces are unremarkable. The ureters and 
urinary bladder are unremarkable and the urinary bladder is 
empty. 

The ovaries and fallopian tubes on both sides have numerous 
dense adhesions. The myometrium is unremarkable and the uterine 
cavity is focally hemorrhagic and the endometrium is thinned. 

Sectioning the adrenal glands, pancreas, and thyroid gland 
fails to disclose any abnormalities. 

Reflecting the scalp fails to disclose any abnormalities. 
The calvarium, however, is thickened up to approximately a full 
centimeter in most areas. The 1060 gram brain has widening of 
the gyri and narrowing of the sulci and flattening of the gyri, 
as well. Sectioning the brain fails to disclose any 
abnormalities except for moderate compression of the ventricular 
system. Stripping the dura from the skull and calvarium 
discloses a yellow mottling to the bones but no other 
abnormalities. The sphenoid sinus is unremarkable. 

AUTOPSY FINDINGS: 

1) Pulmonary edema and congestion 
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Name.ROZIER, Edith.Oct.2,1987.8:10 a.m-Case No. 87-2633 


2) Small abrasions of lower lobe on the right side 
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Convicted "rapist linked to 


i’A/. 


WILLIAMS, FROM IB 


‘ crack habit, said Vincent Lawrence, 
: r :?a distant relative who unsuccessful- 


; ' McMahon showed her a Polaroid, 
of Williams.'- : 


... * »■ 
-\>v ! 

vestigators are now. conducting ge-. 
hetie DNA tests to see if they can', 


i-tims, Jackson was found nude and his yard found Jackson’s strangled ' hookers or prostitutes,” McMahon T men, '! 
asphyxiated in Northwest Dade, ly- body next door In an overgrown lot- said in a deposition. - i ^ Despite Landau's objections, the . 

ingon her back with her legs spread. j n the Brownsville neighborhood. A 1 The second victim said she-was: ■ Dade state attorney's office recent- r 

' Homicide detectives believe. Wu- brown coat covered her niide.body, ’' raped by Williams in.thb.Brownsviifo! 4 ly 5 obtained a court order to take 7 
bams, a baby-faced former.mainte- n er shoes were found nearby. 1 ■ • ' neighborhood on March-18, six days' • blood and saliva' samples from Wil- ! 

- nance worker, nmy be responsible In the next 11 days, four more before Jackson's body was found. . liams..' ! ~" ■ 

for the 19 slayings and perhaps bodies 0 { women were found.' Two “She said at first he had grabbed, ; Miami homicide detective Rodri-' 1 
more because the methods of ■ 0 f jbem had been badly beaten and , her in a' choke hold, putting his arrn 1 guez wouldn't talk about the genetic ' 
ara **nktagty similar. ■ • , - -' strangled, as Jacksbn was. ■. around her neck,’ r Miami homicide v teste. ,! We'#e following up every »v- 

. . We ve never had this man^ that:.- On March 26, the body of Angela ' detective Frank Castillo said in a de- etiue that’s available to us that can v 

n*™! , t0 i. n m - l ° i Williams, 23, was found in an open 7 position. "She said that he had her assist us in these investigations,” he '. 

Dr, Joseph Davis, Dade s medical ( field at Northwest 21st Avenue and under control.'She couldn't get said.'. 

• ei 5SJ5i?* r ' . . . .. . 68th Street. The killer had beaten ', away from him. The harder she V- Rodriguez and John Farrell, Met-, i 

.her face, breaking her jaw and teeth, j would try to push away, the tighter. . ro chief of detectives, said officers-! 
1 County. Jail for the past six months. \ week later .in'another vacant! the choke would.'get. 1 around hfcr f have pursued dozens of leads with- 
< "Si? * Northwest 23rd Avenue and- neck.”/"” • out the breakthrough they were' 

! 46th Street. children found the body The two women pressed’ rape ' counting on. ( ; , • V ; 'f: 

! kilJjI of Brenda Hernandez. 24, whose charges sftaifnt*ffiUams. r Ihf.>is' , i. "Unfortunately,-we haven’tbeen.; 

chest and neck wete battered like , scheduled to go to trial Nov: 13: Bilt” abletoputtogetheranythingofsig- 
detectiyes say they don t have j acks0B . 8 ■ • ‘ the trial Is likely to be postponed--i. , nificance,rRodriguezsaid:' , ft , sjustV 

' Williams was picked up near.the! for:a thirdtime. , ProSecutor Dennis l ' a shame.It , sa'tragedy.Ireallyfeer- 
tifwl mnM»^thnn^l«»ajr'aon mvestiga--, Hernandez murder site by homicide , 'Siegel is planning to be out of the that somebody'out there saw or 
U 1 h?.' detectives a day after the body .was state that week to attend a seminaK,‘..heard something that could help us 
tVillmms has admitted to police , , 0 und. •. . 1 Meanwhile, police remain close*, 1 solve at least one of these cases.” • ! 


I two counts of rape unrelated to the 
| slayings. Metro and Miami homicide 
detectives say they don’t have 
enough proof — even though he.- 


Rodriguez and John Farrell, Met- i 
ro chief of detectives, said officers! 
have pursued dozens of leads with- *j 
out the breakthrough they were 
counting on. ( ; , .• •'. V ; 

■'. "Unfortunately,' we haven’t been 


that he knew some of the victims, -, 
but he has steadfastly denied killing .' 
anyone. 

The slayings stopped once Wil- - 
liams was jailed in early April on the 


rape charges. - 

The first of the 19 victims- 18 ‘’‘VjotmUnmiriHo Hetertiiw Inunh 

of them black and one Hispanic — Mrfllhoa ° rafdnS 

W Jackson was victim Ifo ? 15 The SJo^ho^ridedSve^ " 

bodies*^? four X?womenw?re ^^^^Xe^th^fofthe 
found before Williams was arrested 

in early April. Miami police did not were *bve when 

disclose Jackson's connection to ul' 1 „IS „ ltI 

Williams and the other homicide vie-, the murderer 

tims until detectives recently gave w ^° ®J. y the murderer are 
depositions in court. . mcking whim They didn t like him, 

Jackson, a former cook in a sand-’ -Williams complained, 
wich shop, went by the name Sonia From canvassing Browpsville af-7 
because she hated her given name. ” ter the murders, police found at > 
“She was my sweet baby,” said her' least two women who said they had 1 
• boyfriend Kirk Stevens, the father survived attacks by Williams. The ' 
of her 2-year-old,son, also named:,, investigators and the alleged vie-! 1 
Kirk.'; \ ;• h • tims described the attacks in recent 

Like many of the other. 18 vie- depositions. 


found. , Meanwhile, police remain closer’solve at least one of these cases.” ■ ■ 

As in Jackson's case, witnesses mouthed about the homicide investi- * “Serial killers don't stop killing,” 
saw Williams with Hernandez on the' gation. ' '» "'V'" 1 ' 11 '' 1 u.-if he said:‘‘They either get arrested, 

last day of her life. ■ 'Williams'defense attorney. How- : they, die or they move somewhere... 

Jailers later found scratches on ard Landau, belieyeB homicide in- ^ and-continue,” .. ■ ,-r. »., 1 ' 

Williams' back and fresh bite marks 

on his penis. ‘;.-y 

Metro homicide detective Joseph jM 

McMahon said Williams readily . 

talked to homicide detectives. . -V-js - 

Investigators said Williams told ... ' 

them' he had been with some of the • >' ■ ..-:%■■■■ ■ 

victims — but they were alive when ; 

he left them. •' • • •. 7 j-go 1 .!'' 

He said people in the neighbor: ft..;. 

hood who say he is the murderer are 
picking on him. They didn't like him, . 

..Williams complained. 

■ From canvassing Brownsville af--- . 'S'#-': 

'a.. iL. ....J... ..I!., f.. I .a< - - •. ''» “S.’ : 


. tims, Jackson waB a drug addict “do- 
! ing tricks for crack," her family told 
' investigators. ■ : y- '■ 

■ Just before heir'murder, she was 
tdesperately'trying to break her. 


One, an admitted prostitute, told 
McMahon that she had been raped 
and choked to unconsciousness i: 
March by a man known on tin 
streets as "Bumper” or "Bump!” 


. , ■: r*In . 

M 
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IS sus 




in deaths easel 

aSVDTO-QAO^H 

SUSPECT //rum IB say”. T bufldmgat 217NW 8th'St- ' r ~plaints of two womenwliotddpo- 

Records show Williams. served IS i Police have never been able to lice Williams raped them in much 
found near where 24-year-old Bren- only.four months of that sentence in- find the £;the 'same' way: - He~graKbedlhem 

da Hemandez was killed with a blunt the stockade. He was released in '^^Witnesses wSe toohigh oh drugs* 1 ' from behind.'chdkedtheihTkitu they 
object at Northwest 46th Street and time for Christmas 1986. . or alcohol to identify him, Watter- were unconscious and raped them in 

23rd Avenue.-*•:—rr-r Five months later, he was in trou- son said.-r- t ...n vacant areas.*—■— fw— i “ " 

Police took him mto custody after ble again. H . ■ WiUiank wsiopectellj^Sene Then he threatened to kiB the 

he gave ^sejnfonnation” about Miami police arrested him in May Oved in the fneighborhood_at_921 __they told police * «V y* ii% 

his name andwas found tg be carry- 1987 after a woman reported sbe-^NW^Seventh-Ave., | the sergeant Both identified Williams from 
ing a crack pipe in his pocket, they had been beaten on her legs, face said. { .3H3 “jphoto lineups. j 

said. and neck in an attack at Northwest Although an autoDsv revealed Prosecutor Dennis Siesel,said 


SUSPECT /from IB 


vacant areas. 


- --- -„—. _ b suspected Wausehe Then he threatened to kiD the 

he gave Jfalse infonnation** about Miami police arrested him in May Oved in the r neighborhood_at J21 __they told police * «v v* Pi 
his name and was found tg be carry- 1987 after a woman reported sbe-^NW^Seventh-Ave., | the sergeant Both identified Williams from 
ing a crack pipe in his pocket, they had been beaten on her legs, face said. { .3H3 sjphoto lineups. v >4 ■ 

said. and neck in an attack at Northwest Although an autopsy .revealed^, Prosecutor Dennis Siegelssaid 

Within a few hours of his arrest, First Court and 14th Street. She de- ■ -bruises' around her neck,'medical 'Williams faces life in prison if eph-! 
Williams also was charged with the. scribed her assailant, and police examiners ' weren't able to' detect victed as charged of sexual battery 
March rape and robbery of a prosti- \ found Williams in the area. . v.-w'-' -.uLtrenma that would lead to‘ Spires' '-with great force. 1 > <1: ■ 

tute. Another victim later identified -oil However, the aggravated battery , T death, Watterson said. ■' "■•-■Three days before Williams was v ; 
the convict in a photo lineup as the charge was lessened to a misde*. rrr‘,“There's no physical evidence,” arrested and jailed without bad, the J 
man who a month earlier pinned her meanor. v '-’lo" ! ’<vj*>•-;;- he said.-nt-d ,T i i j t rr,rfcn*f body of- Peggy Gooden, therl7tbj 
in a choke hold and then dragged her j In the same area a day. later, an- .r ii/Today,’Wiliams win be in eokrt woman to die mysteriously, J was| 
to an open field where he raped her. .other woman said Williams attacked faring charges based on the com- found at 9641NW 27th Ave/ , 

• Williams is. being arraigned in - her. The Miami police report nM p •. - . - -■■■-' *- 11 h ^ .fly 

those two rape cases this morning.-.^Williams “had his hand on her neck ; 

He is.being held without bail at the - and was choking her while the vie-:. 

Dade County Stockade. tim was trying to get away.”t„ : !<-j 

^Meanwhile, Metro and Miami po-. vr<.The attacker ended, up stealing 
lice are investigating Williams’ pos- $25 torn the victim. . ■ i.i 
sible role in the 17 deaths that be- Williams was arrested, but those. 

gan in 1986." Almost" all 'of thcT'charges were later dropped. j 

victims were found lying on their " He was out on the streets in time 
backs, partially nude and in open to be accused ofa mid-May attackin' 
fields or abandoned houses. Their 1988. ■ \ - 4 - M - 


' - Three days before Williams was v ‘ 
arrested and jailed without bad, the| 
, body of-Peggy Gooden, the,-17th; 
woman to die mysteriously, 'was) 


sible role in the 17 deaths that be¬ 
gan in "1986.'Almost ~alTof the 
victims were found lying on their 
backs, partially nude and in open 
fields or abandoned houses. Their 
blood showed traces of cocaine, and 
crack paraphernalia was found near¬ 
by. . . : 


Choke hold used 
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Miami homicide Set' Thomas^AttickerTCaredoff 
Watterson:a!so rioted that ^illiam^kT % 

"could riot have killed all the women/^r -A trfend of thesmtun 
because he was in jail when some of man off. TTie victim btertold Mhce 

she thinks she wpuld haye been, 

^Williams was profledin 1986 in^ J^4^?^riend[ha^ot beenj 

rnie Herald as a career crumnal who < < ‘teere.'-f Cil 

knew how to beat the system. Al- ‘Within a few hours, just three 

IU1CW I1UW u»ii. ,_ nrnetitnto Enra Ed- 
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DADE COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER DEPARTMENT 
NUMBER ONE ON BOB HOPE ROAD, MIAMI, FL 33136-1133 

(305) 545-2400 
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day 


yr. 


time 


; Authorities still have not ruled pfTosya Folsom, a neighbor of 
1 out that many of the 17 women may j tiams, said he grabbed her in a choke 
-have died -from a combination of t hold and dragged her to a bathroom 
highs from sex and crack cocaine — where he cut her threat with a knife, 1 
although Medical Examiner Joseph As in other cases where Williams 
Davis said last week that the pattern had been accused of violence against 
of the women’s deaths indicates ho-, women, he had been friendly, even J 

'Offering Folsom "home brack'co^ 
caine, she said in'a deposition,Vf 
They smoked it in her boyfriend’s 
upstairs apahment while he was at 
woric and her baby was asleep in an¬ 
other room.! • s!w - 


midde. 


Sex offenders studied iM 

' '' \ ■ ‘ . j 

Police have been scanning re¬ 
cords to find convicted sexual of- 
. fenders who raped in die inner city. 

Williams fits that description... 4 

A Metro homicide sergeant re- ____ 

cendy theorized that the women .'Folsom said in the deposition! 

M may have suffocated, fromapenis “He grabbed me around thenedc.* 
forced down theirmouths. . vFrom behind. I blanked 'ouCThe on-, 

."Forensic dentist Dr. Richard Sou- >ly thing I remember I.was trying 


aft .^ War ^ I Kt-v* l.v*>»fcd 

I was like surpnsed to see him ”, 



ing to determine if there is any evi-' - shadow of the knife,’’ she testified in 
dence that links:him to the 17] thedeposition. “l jromember;him 
<deaths. Souviron and other medical hitting me;: J felt when he Cut my 
. examiners are also looking for signs: throat I jumped strai^ht l iip:’j “• ‘ 

;; of trOuma or other traces that could ^{ Another man heard the sounds 
determine if the women were slain.'4 and scared the attacker: Off. .PoUce 
■ -Williams told Dade Stockade Lferj later-arrested Williams'on attempt- 
WiBiam Smith last Friday, that he ved second-degree murder'charges] 
had been questioned about the |:but those'charges were dropped.. 
i;4eags. ^ ^^'^o'.werejJiarges brought against 

Tfe was women about getting him last October by a', woman who 
,ihurt/ tf other inmates ifound iqut filsaid he triedto kill her." ".1 ] 4 
about it,” Smith said. .siro Y.v/nVThe police report said the victim 

.VtThe lieutenantsaid, he could[not ■ was..walking west .On ‘Northwest 
.allow a reportehto interview Wlr '-80th-Strfeet. from Sivehtb Aveiiue'J 

* IIQftlQ 'until Q nifKIil* lit 1 1 * _ •*' ^ I 


-ay at the arraignment: ^h^sard footsteps behind:tie&When 

1 Metro detectives chief John Far- ;,'‘ ; the victim turned'around tO see Who 
rell, who has'helped direct the in-,"was behind her, ; the .defendant, 



.day. But he cautioned late last week ' the victim until she was uriconstidiis.' 
that investigators were looking , at and then dragged ' her tonearby 

several suspects and that his agency , bushes.”- ...... ...-: 

had no major suspect. > 



Cops: Rapist 
top suspect 
in murders 


But no charges 
filed in 19 deaths 

By DONNA GEHRKE 
Herald Stall Writer 

For the first time, Metro-Dade 
pohc 6 confirmed Monday that con- 
* X'cted rapist Charles Henry Wil- 

mam 8 US P ect 'n some of 
wner-city murders of Dade 

women. 

Howeyer police still do not have 
enough evidence to charge Williams 

!2 h » a n y i m !J rd * r u “ We ’ ve exhaus- 

CmH? w eads Vi. 3 0micide Bureau 
Cmdr. Wayne McCarthy said. 

s no * * ,k ® anyone has left a 
railing card or footprint or anything 
ike that, he added. “We're makinf 
every effort we can.” 8 

ar» ? aid i 1 ' 3 investigators 

are looking at two other suspects. 
S 3 " suspected of killing the first 
vrctjm, Tammie Turner, who died in 

ftdMte ^86 while Williams was. 
in jail. The other is a convicted sex 
offentler, but McCarthy said his in¬ 
vestigators are not investigating 
him as ^tensely as they are Wit- 


.?1^? LES w,ll, AMS: Police 
link him to some of 19 deaths. 

liams. He would not disclose those 
suspects names. 

V w;ii l8at0rS oo ave said P r ivately 
r 3t infl. ,a ? ls ’ »s their suspect 
^allthe slayings but Turner's. 

McCarthy said Williams- "is a 
main suspect in some of them.” add¬ 
ing lie could speak only about the 11 
cases his agency is investigating. Hi- 
a eali and Miami police detectives in 
charge of the others could not be 
reached for comment after McCar- 

'.PLEASESEE SUSPECT, 2B 


M ■ Am; 


J 


nr? 


Cops s uspect rapist, lack evidence 


SUSPECT, FROM IB 

thy’s afternoon press conference/ 

ii i/j u. r !r y said witnesses have 
linked Williams with four of Metro's 
victims. 

*‘ H e knew thfem or he dated 
them, McCarthy said. “Or he did 
drugs with them.” 

and witnesses have also 
tiedWUhnms to the Miami homicide 
° Shf rmamta Grays, 16. a neighbor 
of Williams in Overtown. ' 

Since Williams was jailed in early 
April on two unrelated rape charg-- 
es, no woman has been found dead 
like the other victims. ; 

. Williams has denied involvement 
in any of the deaths. 

McCarthy said police have not 

£ d . OUt | lhat .. som ® of ,he victims 
diet! aojidentally. But he acknowl- 
edged that the theory the women 
died from a lethal combination of sex 
and cocaine — which has been re- 

ea* ° ade M - edical E «miner 
Joseph Davis — is “on tbd back 

■ 1 


burner." 

* Davis said Monday it is only a 
matter of paper work before liis of¬ 
fice classifies all the women's deaths 
as homicides. Some of the deaths 
had .remained unclassified for 
months before Davis led his own in- ^ 
vestigation and concluded all 19 vie -1 
tims were murdered. ^ 

In some cases, the women had 7 

5 Iea ,*; ly as P hyxia ted, he said. ^ 

V-could stand 10 feet away, it’s O 
that clear,” he added. In others! the * 
bodies were so decomposed that E 
medical examiners couldn’t deter- 5 
mine an exact cause of death. 5 

McCarthy said his office is waiting Z 

tor a written report from the FBI's 
Behavioral Profile Bureau in Quanti- 
co, Va., which will take weeks to 
complete. 

After a preliminary analysis, the 
bureau told local investigators that 
the 18 deaths, excluding Turner's, 
appear to be similar and committed 
by one person. 

hi 
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ana snaaeara, e. now their grandmother is trying to rase them on a meager income. 

18 killings lea|i§|families 
strueelinff with uncertainty 


• By DONNA GEHRKE <W’- - ; V 

Herald Staff Writer,;,-. / 

Fourteen-year-bltf f'Antoinette Bums jogged, 
earned a white belt id karate and went to movies. 

Sharmanita Grays, 16,,went Out for cheerleading 
in junior high but later dropped out of school. >- • 

•• Barbara Lattimore > 22,.'hiad two young daughters 
and tried to care for them', despite her crack habit. 

About the only thing'the .threehad in common was 
murder. s 

They are among the 18 young Dade women who 
.. the FBI believes were slain by a serial killer who hat¬ 
ed women.. . 

__ After apreluninary analysis;the FBI’s Behavioral 
Profile Bureau in Qiiantico, Va.y has told local investi¬ 


gators that the deaths appear to besimilar and..con-; 
ducted by one person. , v .....-** <*?. : j‘%***v .v- 

“No one wantstoscarepfepple,but,we.coiildh’ave 
a serial killer,” said Metro homicide Sjgt: Frank .We-' 
solowski, who heads the coujity’s investigation; ■ ; 
«-:.-.-Smce main suspect Chhries Henry Willianis'— a 
convicted rapist — was jailed in early April on two 
. unrelated rape charges, no woman has been found' 
i dead like the other victims. Investigators say they do 
[ not have enough; proof to charge him with even one 
.'homicide. 

i “We’re still investigating everything,” said Miami 
homicide detective Tony Rodriguez,.who is in charge 

\ PLEASESEE MURDERS,.5B 
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ilies left in limbo 
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MURDERS, FROM IB 

of the Miami operation. . 

' Williams has denied any involve-' 
ment in the deaths. His lawyer, as¬ 
sistant public defender Steven Po- 
tolsky, also said he couldn't talk 
about the investigation. 

Late last month, Dade Medical 
Examiner Joseph Davis re-exam¬ 
ined autopsy reports and photo¬ 
graphs of 19 women's bodies and 
concluded someone had applied 
pressure to the necks or mouths of 
many of the victims. Be is redassi- 
~' j the deaths to homicide — if 
1 hadn’t been already. 

Police do not believe one of those 
victims is linked with the 18 others. 
The September 1986death of Tam- 
mie Turner offers few clues since 
her body was found decomposed. 
But investigators said the death 
scene appears slightly different 
from the rest. Also. Williams was in 
jaO at the time of her death. 

The 18 other victims, all Mack ex¬ 
cept far one Hispanic, have been 
found dead since July 1987 with 
their skirts pulled up or their pants 
milled down. Almost all had their 
legs spread apart. AQ were found 
between downtown Miami and 
Northwest 102nd Street, except for 
one found in Hialeah. . :A • ■ 
: Medical examiners still aren't, 
sure exactly how the women died. - 

The uncertainty has added more 
agony formany of the victims' fami¬ 
lies. ' _ . 

■ The family of Sharmanita 1 Grays 
had to wait more than a year before 
Davis reversed an assistant's deci¬ 
sion that the teen-ager died from a. 
dose of sex and cocaine. 

When Sharmanita was found dead 
in April 1988, her family told Miami 
police they suspected murder. A sis¬ 
ter. Harriette Grays, said they even 
had a suspect—Charles Henry WQ- 
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WAITING FOR AN8WERS: Learlean Rahmlng, mother of victim 
Antoinette Bums, can't file an Insurance claim without a completed 
death oertificata 


Sharmanita had been with Wil¬ 
liams, a neighbor, the night she died 
at a Biscayne Boulevard moteL Two 
-witnesses, a motel clerk and the 
16-year-dd ’3 best friend, backed up 
the family's story. . 

“The police never did anything.. 
They never came back,” Harriette 
Grays said. “They act like they 
don't care. They don’t tell my mama 


idriguez said he could 
not discuss individual cases, but he 
defended the dty investigations as 

^Hu^te s^^^^ly saw Wil¬ 
liams roam freely throughout the 


neighborhood after Sharmanita's 
death. 

“He used to walk around here. I 
..couldn’t take it. I just left," she said. 

Sharmanita was her favorite sis-- 
ter; 

She had been a junior high cheer¬ 
leader who dropped out of school 
when she joined in with the.wrong 
bunch of girls, Harriette Grays said. 

“She was shaped nice, she jumped 
the best of the cheerleaders, she 
was a great dancer. She was a pretty 
black girL A lot of people liked her, 
her sister remembered. 

The family of victim Barbara 
“Rabbit” Lattimore also have suf¬ 
fered from waiting. 


YOUNGEST VICTIM: Antoinette 
Bums'death was different. 

They still have not received a 
completed death certificate, eight 
months after the 22 -year-old wom¬ 
an was found dead at a closed drive- 
in movie theater at 2700 NW 87th 
St . . 

Missing from the form is a cause 
of death. 

An insurance company is refusing 
to pay a claim until the cause is 
listed. That may be weeks more, 
said the victim’s mother, Annie. 
“The hardest part is trying to 
catch up on the funeral,” she aimed. 
“It cost about $3,000. Last month, 
we finished paying it off. But that 
threw us behind in our rent” 

She said she also is struggling to 


support Lattimore’s 
es 3 and 6 , on an $ 86 -amonth 
fare check the government provides 
for the two girls. - - 

A social worker said the grand¬ 
mother cannot receive more since 
she is already receiving a check for 
another dt m e* | t < * r ’» Six rhilrtren- 
-Annie Lattimore said she relied 
on her daughter to help cook meals, 
ri»an house and tend the children. 
Even though her daughter was ad¬ 
dicted to crack, she managed to be a 
great help, the mother added.. . 

Now, she said, “if s hard on me.” 

yke many other parents', she be¬ 
lieves her daughter was abducted. 
She was last seen getting into a car 
withaman. 

w illiams pops up in Lattimore’s 
case as well. 

He hung out at the same comer 
crack den where Lattimore went, 
said her sister Gad Griffin. 

-The sister, who called herself a 
friend of Williams, said he came 
over a couple of times to their home. 
She said she didn’t know if Williams 
knew her sister. 

Meanwhile, the family of the 
youngest victim, Antoinette Bums, 
Is also waiting to receive a complet¬ 
ed death certificate to collect instir- 
axtce money. 

She was last seen alive last Dec. 
11 after she hitched a ride with a 
neighbor to go to the movies. She 
was let out near the Scott Projects. 
The next day, her body was found 
under a tree 26 blocks north. fc . 

. “For a while, I was out there in¬ 
vestigating myself,’’ said her moth¬ 
er, Rahming. "I used to go 

out every morning from my house to 
Northwest 62nd Street where she 
disappeared. I tried to find the guy 
she fcnew. If anybody had seen her in 
the area. But nobody knows noth¬ 
ing.” 

Antoinette was a boy-crazy teen¬ 
ager who was trying to decide what 
school she wanted to attend, her 
mother said. Before she returned to 
her grandmother’s OpaJocka home, 
she had been staying with an aunt in 


a small town in Florida. Her family 
sent her there because she had been 
running with a bad pack of girls. 
j From the start, her family sus¬ 
pected foul play. s.. .. 

- For weeks,' they stubbornly 
fought off police and medical exam¬ 
iner’s theories that Antoinette, 
along with many other victims, had 
died from a dose of crack cocaine 
pint sex. 

“I kept telling them that my dnM 
didn’t do drugs,” said Rahming. 
“But no one was listening to me.” 

. “Walking to the bushes to have 
sex?” added Antoinette’s grand¬ 
mother, Thelma Rahming. “Not An¬ 
toinette. That sounds kind.of 
strange.” 

- At the funeral, they noticed that 
her lips were swollen “like some¬ 
body had hit her or something." 
Learlean said. • -■ 

They also protested that Anto¬ 
inette wasn't a convicted prostitute 
like some of the other victims. ' 
Authorities started listening to 
the family when no cocaine- was 
found in Antoinette. 

That was the break some detec¬ 
tives needed to present their own 
theories that a killer was at work. 

“It just didn’t fed right," said We- 
solowski, a veteran homicide inves¬ 
tigator who leads a team of Metro 
detectives. 

All the women’s death scenes — 
many of them including tom cloth¬ 
ing and missing shoes — pointed to 
homicide, he said. - ■* 

“You get certain vibes when you 
look at different scenes.”' he aid. 
“It’s like when you’re approaching? 
drug suspect who’s wearing design¬ 
er jeans, a beeper and gold jewelry. 
You just know.’’ 

Last week, both the investigator 
and Antoinette’s mother were inter¬ 
viewed for the nationally syndicated 
program A Current Affair. <- 

Although they’ve never met, their 
hopes, to be spread throughout the 
nation in the episode, were the 
same. They want to end the mys¬ 
tery. - J; 




By ROSEMARY GOUDREAU 

Herald Staff Writer y .. " 
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Deaths of 19 Proslitu&PoffffM^im 


ByJEFFREYSCHMALZ 

Sp*ct»l la Th« Hn York Tlm*i 

MIAMI, June 3 — The circumstances 
suggest foul play. The bodies of all 19 
women were found in the same section 
of the city in outside areas like fields, 
or they were behind buildings. Yet 
medical examiners said they had found 
no wounds on the bodies, no bruises, no 
scratches, no needle marks. Nothing. 

For months officials here have been 

■ debating the deaths, which occurred 

■ over the last two and a half years. One 
assistant medical examiner speculated 
that the women, who the police say 
were prostitutes, may have died from 
the combined stimulation of sex and 
crack. 

This week, Dade County's Medical 
Examiner, Dr. Joseph H. Davis, issued 
his formal determination: the women 
were murdered. He did not address 
whether the victims had been killed by 
the same person, but the announce¬ 
ment raised the specter of a serial 
killer preying on local prostitutes. 

Dr. Davis said a re-examination of 
photographs and autopsy reports had 
revealed that pressure had been ap¬ 
plied to the victims' necks or mouths. 
Aiding the medical examiner in his 
t evaluation was Dr. Richard Souviron, 

• an expert in forensic dentistry whose 
findings helped convict the serial killer r- 
iTedBundy. .... ■ 

j “One might question," Dr. Davis 
wrote, “how such deliberate deaths 
could occur in the absence of obvious 
injury patterns that we see in most 
homicidal strangulations and suffoca¬ 
tions. It is not at all difficult to inflict 
enough neck pressure to result in help¬ 
lessness and loss of consciousness 
within seconds.” —. 










Associated Press 


Dr. Joseph H. Davis, Dade 
County Medical Examiner, who 
has determined that 19 women 
found dead in Miami in similar 
positions and with no signs of vio¬ 
lence were murdered. 
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_ Farrell, : chief of 'detectives c 
Metro-Dade Police Department, 
the motivation, of Dr. Davis, I th 
. . was under some pressure in pre 
yries to come up with a r eason *• 

, . .. ^ .Skepticism About Report 
Police officers say it is difficult 

lleve that at least some of the v: 
would not have struggled with 
killer. They say serial killers of p 
. tutes tend to be the most vicious 
derers of all, slashing or othe 
mutilating their .victims, not le 
them unscarred. > 

The police say they have not 
doned the theory that the womer. 
from the combined stimulation c 
and crack. While they acknov. 
that the levels of cocaine found ; 
victims were insufficent for an 
dose, they say their experience 
crack is that a small amount ca 
duce fatal psychotic fits. 

But the police also acknow 
holes in the cocaine theory. Two 
tims had no cocaine in their be 
And with the exception of one. 
deaths have all occurred in the t 
area directly north of midtown. 1 
deaths were indeed linked to sex 
crack, why would they be limits 
that section? ' 


No Comment on Clues 


Are they subtle 
murders or 
reactions from •' 
sex and crack? 


Dr. Davis acknowledged that the — : 1 — : - 

0f 7l Urd ,f r J WaS ‘ ,sub - clu{ led a discourse about how a medi- 


j -". “ uiscourse aoout now a medi- 

I tie. And in defense of his finding, he in- cal examiner's conclusions were often 
— 1 • based not on the body itself but on the 
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circumstances in which it was found. 
All the dead women, who ranged in 
.. age from 14 years old to 32, were black, 
except one, who was Hispanic. Most 
were crack users, the police said. All 
were found on their backs, with either 
their, dresses pulled up or their pants 
pulled down; their legs were spread. 

“It is my considered conclusion,” Dr. 
Davis wrote, “that the repetitive pat- 
~ tern of body position, location and 
'tJ scene circumstances constitutes a rea- 
- sonable conclusion as to manner of 
. death — homicide.". • 

But rather than create alarm, the 
Medical Examiner's report has been 
received warily. The Miami Herald did 
. not even print the article about it on its 
front page And police officials, while 
. saying they are investigating the cases 
as murders, say they are not convinced 
that the deaths were really homicides. 

“We're not discounting that there 
.could be other explanations,” said John 


In interviews some leading me; 
examiners elsewhere in the col 
cautioned that while they were 
familiar with the specifics of 
Miami deaths, they thought Dr. Da 
conclusions were plausible. The 
aminers said they were not seel, 
rash of similar prostitute death 
their cities and this led them to 
elude that the sex-cocaine theory 
probably inaccurate ;... 

As for there being virtually no s 
of trauma on the victims’ bodies. 
Charles Hirsch, the Chief Medical 
aminer of New York City, said: 
not unusual for there to be no signs 
perfectly consistent with, a sc 
evaluation of cases like this to cons 
history and circumstances. Someti 
that's about all you have to go on.” 

The police would not commen 
what physical evidence had been fc 
at the death scenes — whether, for 
ample, they had found hairs from 
killer or fingerprints. They have g 
tioned at least two men but have 
brought charges. 

Meanwhile, police officers have b 
warning black prostitutes to be w 
They say that, in addition to the 
deaths, crack use has brought abou 
overall increase in brutality age 
prostitutes.. ,\£- 
The prostitutes’ reaction has t 
fatalistic. -r-- . - 

-Chief Farrell said: “They tell ur 
you’re not a user, you don’t unders: 
the high.’ They tell us to leave t; 
alone." . 




